Th r Spirit

ife. Since this star has the power of

longevity, it is commonly called Su (Longevity) roin (Old Man), susong (Longevity Star)

The Guardians of the Five
Directions

The oldest directional guardians
in the Orient are known as sasin
(Four Guardian Spirits), namely the
Blue Dragon of the East, the White
Tiger of the West, the Red Bird of
the South, and the Turtle-Snake of
the North. These sacred figures are
taken from a constellation in each
area. A specific color is also
designated to each direction—blue
for the east, white for the west, red
for the south, and black for the
north. Though this belief is
universal among the Oriental
people, probably it has been more
positively worshi

Ch'ongje (Blue King), the west guardian Paekche

(White King), the south guardian Chuje (Red King), the north guardian Hyonje (Black King) and
the middle guardian Hwangje (Y ellow King). These five guardians are the most important
generals of Shamanism which are equivalent to the Sach'onwang (Four Heavenly Kings) of
Buddhism. lIcons of the five guardians are not so difficult to detect, for we can count five
generals in one painting. They are in most cases dressed with Taoist costumes, but often we
find them in Korean military uniforms of old Korea like the one Admiral Yi Sun Shin used to



